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ready to use the contacts and opportuni-
ties the contest gives you. Remember that
a fresh crop of finalists and winners is less
than a year away. Have that completed
manuscript polished and ready to go!”

Janece O. Hudson said, “Enter! Enter!
Enter! Contests give you excellent feed-
back, a sense of where you are in your de-
velopment as a writer. Plus, if you make
the finals, you have an opportunity to be
read by an editor, and perhaps bought.”

“The Golden Heart was a very posi-
tive experience for me,” wrote Sandra
Novy Chvostal, a 1990 finalist. “An edi-
tor followed the person who accepted my
award for me, and told her to have me call
immediately.”

“It is a way of acquiring professional
skills, professional contacts, and a sense of
moving toward a goal,” offered Jimmie
Morel aka Lindsay Longford, a finalist from
1989. “Go for it. But don’t ever let your
GH status, whether successful or not, de-
termine your worth.”

Terese Daly Ramin, who won a GH
in ‘87, said, “Contest winners don’t always
sell their work. Writers who write for love,
who learn their craft, acquaint themselves
with the market, and who are persistent
despite the odds. ..these are the writers who
sell their work and live their dreams.”

“For me it was the greatest joy to win
an award from a group that was, and is, the
grearest support in my writing life. It also was
an award that honored my chapter, because
we critique,” wrote Martha Powers. “It sug-
gested that the group’s help and encourage-
ment had produced results. The women of
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RWA have been very instrumental in my
getting published and staying sane.”

Donna Fasano aka Donna Clayton, a
1989 finalist, says, “My experience asa GH
finalist has given me memories that will
last forever. In one month’s time, [ became
a finalist, acquired an agent, received a call
from a senior editor at Silhouette who
wanted to publish my book, and found
myself on a plane bound for Boston and
my first RWA conference. It was an over-
whelming, whirlwind adventure that I wish
every writer could experience.”

Respondents who have not yet sold
also had valuable comments to share. “The
GH is a wonderful opportunity to be re-
warded for your hard work, talent, and writ-
ing skills,” wrote Chelle Cohen, a finalist
from 1996.

“But don’t be disappointed if it doesn’t

lead to immediate publication. Finaling is
an accomplishment...but develop a plan
to sustain yourself beyond the Awards Cer-
emony.”
“Making the finals is so wonderful and en-
couraging that for that reason alone people
should enter,” noted Kathi Conti, who
finaled in 1995 and 1998. “Whatever the
lows in your career, no one can take away
your GH status.”

“T will always cherish the friends I've
met and the contacts I've made from
finaling in the GH. WhenI get really down
and consider giving it all up, I remember
that I write because [ love it...and have
accomplished something a limited number
of romance writers ever do. That gets me
over the proverbial bumps on the road to
publication,” wrote Kristi Goldberg, who
was a double finalist in 1996.

“Enter! It’s a great opportunity for vis-
ibility and a potential sale. And even if the
ms doesn’t sell, you still have a writing ac-
complishment to mention when market-
ing other manuscripts,” said 1995 finalist
Lesa Raesz.

Still, there are some who say the con-
test is a “crapshoot,” and five of the survey
respondents agreed. Every year we hear
heated debate over the scoring method, the
lack of critiques, the qualifications of the
judges, or some other aspect of the con-
test.

Speaking as the 1998 Golden Heart
Chairperson, Shirley Hailstock says, “Any
contest is going to be subjective. We can-
not get away from that. We have personal
tastes, likes and dislikes. In the Golden
Heart you get five judges who are chosen

at random. Five opinions. Wouldn’t it be
logical that out of five you would get a good
cross-section of how well the manuscript
is written and the story presented, even if
all you see are the scores?”

“There are judges who judge hard and
others who don’t. Within the Golden
Heart we have set up a mechanism to try
and smooth this out—the standard devia-
tion method, which was approved by the
membership several years ago. If yougeta
judge who is truly off the mark, her score is
dropped and the average is included in
place of it. If you get several low scores,
then maybe there is something within your

‘manuscript you should try to look at ob-

jectively.”

Should you enter? Last year, nearly 900
aspiring authors filled out entry forms, fin-
ished manuscripts, then sealed their hopes
and dreams into priority envelopes. For
those who made the finals, the affirmation
of reaching that goal will stay with them
forever. For all the rest, the experience of
setting goals, meeting a deadline, finish-
ing an entire manuscript, and polishing a
proposal was a valuable experience.

Best wishes to you all in 1999!

Many thanks to all of the wonderful
survey participants who wrote extensive,
thoughtful answers-often adding additional
pages to the survey form.

Roxanne used to write for
horse magazines, but happily
left reality for the world of
fiction after a friend gave her
a stack of wonderful ro-
mance novels. She won the
1995 Long Contemporary
Golden Heart, and was also a finalist in 1998.
She served as a Golden Heart Category Co-
ordinator in 1996, and is hard at work on her
next two Mmanuscripts.

Tracy Cogzens won the 1998
Golden Heart for her long his-
torical, Star-Crossed, and
was also a finalist in short his-
torical and paranormal. In the
past two years, she won the
Emily, the Qutreach Award
of Excellence, and Lone Star chapter contests.
She and Roxanne have judged a number of
contests, and presented a workshop in Anaheim
titled “Using Contests to Advance Your Writ-

ing Career.” —




